
3. The Church regards with esteem also the Moslems. They adore the one God, living and 
subsisting in Himself; merciful and all- powerful, the Creator of heaven and earth,(5) who has 
spoken to men; they take pains to submit wholeheartedly to even His inscrutable decrees, just as 
Abraham, with whom the faith of Islam takes pleasure in linking itself, submitted to God. 
Though they do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they revere Him as a prophet. They also honor 
Mary, His virgin Mother; at times they even call on her with devotion. In addition, they await the 
day of judgment when God will render their deserts to all those who have been raised up from 
the dead. Finally, they value the moral life and worship God especially through prayer, 
almsgiving and fasting.

Since in the course of centuries not a few quarrels and hostilities have arisen between Christians 
and Moslems, this sacred synod urges all to forget the past and to work sincerely for mutual 
understanding and to preserve as well as to promote together for the benefit of all mankind social 
justice and moral welfare, as well as peace and freedom.

4. As the sacred synod searches into the mystery of the Church, it remembers the bond that 
spiritually ties the people of the New Covenant to Abraham's stock.

Thus the Church of Christ acknowledges that, according to God's saving design, the beginnings 
of her faith and her election are found already among the Patriarchs, Moses and the prophets. She 
professes that all who believe in Christ-Abraham's sons according to faith (6)-are included in the 
same Patriarch's call, and likewise that the salvation of the Church is mysteriously foreshadowed 
by the chosen people's exodus from the land of bondage. The Church, therefore, cannot forget 
that she received the revelation of the Old Testament through the people with whom God in His 
inexpressible mercy concluded the Ancient Covenant. Nor can she forget that she draws 
sustenance from the root of that well-cultivated olive tree onto which have been grafted the wild 
shoots, the Gentiles.(7) Indeed, the Church believes that by His cross Christ, Our Peace, 
reconciled Jews and Gentiles. making both one in Himself.(8)
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