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LECTIO  DIVINA
Old Testament

"To get the full flavor of  an 
herb, it must be pressed 

between the fingers, so it is 
the same with the Scriptures; 

the more familiar they 
become, the more they reveal 

their hidden treasures and 
yield their indescribable 

riches."-- St. John 
Chrysostom, A.D. 347-407

KAROL WOJTYŁA

“SONG OF THE HIDDEN 
GOD” 

This cycle appears  to have been written 
while Karol was  a seminarian,  hidden with 
twelve other seminarians in Cardinal Sapieha’s 
castle during the last traumatic years of World 
War II. It is a wonder how the two poems in 
the cycle,  so full of stillness  and calm, could 
have been written at a time when Poland was 
being viciously battered and torn apart by Nazi 
Germany.

They are evidence, as if any is  needed, of 
Wojtyla’s profound love of God and his ability, 
developed over many years,to enter at will into 
communion with God inprayer. These poems 
are the key to understanding Pope John Paul 
II’s immense spiritual vitality.  Even at this 
young age, here was a man deeply in love with 
God. Because of the early deaths of all of his 
immediate family, he was totally alone, but he 
was able to transform  this  pain and yearning 
into a sublime and wholehearted love of  God.

“Song of the Hidden God” describes  a 
soul falling in love with God, and these poems 
detail his  conversation with the hidden God, 
Who, as  St. John of the Cross describes Him, 
“loves discretion, light and love.”
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“Shores of  Silence” 
1. a)  How does the soul reach the 
“shores of  silence?”
b) Why is  it necessary to “stop” before 
the journey to God can begin?
2. Why is  it that “no greenery can now 
satisfy your sight” if greenery represents 
created, living things?
3. Who is the “Someone from beyond?”

Shores of  Silence  Karol Wojtyła

1
The distant shores of  silence begin

at the door. You cannot fly there
like a bird. You must stop, look deeper,
still deeper, until nothing deflects the soul

from the deepmost deep.

No greenery can now satisfy your sight:
the captive eyes will not come home.
And you thought life would hide you from

the other Life that overhangs the depths.

You must know - there is no return
from this flow, this embrace within the mysterious
beauty of  Eternity.

Only endure, endure, do not interrupt
the flight of  shadows - only endure

clear and simple - more and more. 

Meanwhile you always step aside for Someone

from beyond,
who closes the door of  your small room.

His coming softens with each step
and with this silence strikes
the target of  the depths. 
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