
	 	 	

Iwona Bednarz-Major, 808 Belleview Blvd.,  Steubenville  OH, 43952    majorchange@gmail.com    816.3990902

LECTIO  DIVINA
Old Testament

CCC #2569 - 2571

GOD'S PROMISE AND THE PRAYER OF 
FAITH

In his indefectible covenant with every 
living creature, God has always called people to 
prayer. But it is above all beginning with our 
father Abraham that prayer is revealed in the 
Old Testament.

When God calls  him, Abraham goes forth 
"as the Lord had told him";  Abraham's heart is 
entirely submissive to the Word and so he 
obeys. Such attentiveness of the heart, 
whose decisions are made according to God's 
will, is essential to prayer,  while the words used 
count only in relation to it. Abraham's 
prayer is expressed first by deeds: a man 
of silence, he constructs  an altar to the Lord at 
each stage of his journey. Only later does 
Abraham's first prayer in words appear: a 
veiled complaint reminding God of his 
promises which seem  unfulfilled.  Thus one 
aspect of the drama of prayer appears from the 
beginning: the test of faith in the fidelity of 
God.

Because Abraham believed in God and 
walked in his presence and in covenant with 
him, the patriarch is ready to welcome a 
mysterious Guest into his  tent. Abraham's 
remarkable hospitality at Mamre foreshadows 
the annunciation of the true Son of the 
promise.  After that, once God had confided his 
plan, Abraham's heart is attuned to his Lord's 
compassion for men and he dares to intercede 
for them with bold confidence.
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Abraham came across these places in his wonderings, a man 

of  the great encounter. He brought the inner place of  meeting 
to these outer places where the whole earth became 

earthbound, A Dwelling. Abraham, the visible beginning of  a 
new Adam. 

You have to go through a desert to these places. Abraham was  

still looking for meadows; in the desert of  his own self  he saw 
only one Tree - he walked toward it. Oh, tree so wide 

spreading, grant your shade to all men, animals and plants. A 
whole people must repeat and repeat again the wanderings of  

Abraham. 

Today Arab airines shorten this road to two hours. Have we 
distanced ourselves from the hardship of  wanderings, 

transferring the bareness of  old earth to the wide open spaces? 
We bypass Mount Sinai from a distance; they had teh courage 

to walk straight ahead toward an encounter with it. 

Earth, oh, Earth, answer the demands of  eternal Wisdom. 
Place of  meeting, be a desert no more, become an oasis. 

Should not man blossom out there where You are close? 
Come and bring with you the blossom of  man. 

He saw three and worshipped one. 
St. Augustine, On the Holy Trinity
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